Subject: Re: 16-bit colors in Linux (Re: 24 bit colors in IDL)
Posted by davidf on Wed, 18 Nov 1998 08:00:00 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"G. Hugh SONG" <ghsong@\"Spamspoiler\"kjist.ac.kr> writes:

> | really don't understand why this must be this much
> complicated.

It's more fun this way.

> Originally whose fault is this for this complication
> on different machines?

| vote for Bill Gates, but | really don't know who
else is running.

> On my Linux, it appears that different XFree86 servers
> have different color devices or whatever.
> Admittedly, | don't know what is going on.

As | understand it, XFree86 servers only support 8
and 16 bit color. You *don't* want to use 16-bit color
because it is NOT supported at all by IDL. I'd shell
out the $25 or whatever and get a Linux driver from
someone who has written a driver for your particular
graphics card. You probably really want 24-bit color.

> | simply want the color resources should not be

> exhausted and be correctly displayed if | use more than

> 8-bit colors. Yet, IDL does not fire up without doing something
> special at 16-bit colors.

Yes. See above. :-)

> |s this because there are variations such as
> TrueColor and DirectColor on different Unix/X11
> machines?

No. It is because IDL does not support 16-bit color
on ANY platform, except accidentally on Windows.

> There must be a FAQ on this topic.
> Can someone direct me to FAQ?

Mike? Where are you when we need you? Here is the IDL
FAQ:
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http://www.ivsoftware.com/idl_faqg.html

Mike has been busy writing reviews for my book on Amazon.com,
so he may not have had time to get to this color thing yet. :-)

Cheers,
David

P.S. For those interested, the book has moved up to 85,022th
most popular book on the site. (Up from 172,345th.} Perhaps
soon they will actually take notice of me and place an

order with me. I've heard that several people have tried to
order from them, so far all without success. :-(

David Fanning, Ph.D.

Fanning Software Consulting

Phone: 970-221-0438

E-Mail: davidf@dfanning.com

Coyote's Guide to IDL Progamming: http://www.dfanning.com/
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