Subject: Re: SPAWN + readU + strings
Posted by davidf on Mon, 17 Apr 2000 07:00:00 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Ramji Digumarthi (ramji.digumarthi@Imco.com) writes:

\> | am having problem reading strings from spawned child process (a

> C-routine). | can read variables (using ReadU :: thanks to comment from
> David Fanning on pipes being binary). BUT if i read a string using

> readu, the reading variables from child process go haywire... WHY?7??
> HOW does the readU function treat the string variable??

> any suggestions???

You are probably having trouble because you don't know the
length of the string variables you are trying to read.

String variables are always problems in binary files (or

when reading from a binary pipe) because if you don't know
how many bytes to read, you can't read them properly.

And since a string can be virtually *any* length or number

of bytes in IDL (unlike a float which is always four bytes

in length), you *must* know if you want to read it.

The rule in IDL is that it reads the *current* number of
bytes in the string. So if | do this:

stringVar = 'Bob’
ReadU, lun, stringVar

| read 3 bytes. If | do this:

stringVar = 'Bobby’
ReadU, lun, stringVar

| read 5 bytes, etc.

What | recommend is that your C program write the length
of the string, followed by the string. Then you can read
it in IDL like this:

len = 0L

ReadU, lun, len

stringVar = String(BytArr(len))
ReadU, lun, stringVar

Cheers,

David
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Fanning Software Consulting
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