Subject: Re: something like perl's 'require 5.4
Posted by Craig Markwardt on Tue, 17 Apr 2001 21:17:44 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

JD Smith <jdsmith@astro.cornell.edu> writes:

>> Umm, | never thought I'd be saying this, but aren't these a bit

>> overengineered? | have found that in 95% of the cases the DOUBLE
>> compare will work, and in 4% of the cases the STRING compare will
>> work.

*cough*
<REITERATE>

IDL> print, double('5.4.1") gt 5.4
0

</REITERATE>

So | guess what you really you mean that in 95% of cases you don't care
about the (possible) last digit on the version number. This is fine,

just say so. Here's a good example of when that last digit matters,

from the "What's New in IDL 5.2.1":

VVVVVVVVYVVYVYVYVYVYV

Right, so use the string compare in this case. I'm easy. Since you
*know* what version you need, you can code a test that will work in
that case.

IDL> print, '5.2' LT '5.2.1' -> 1
IDL> print, '5.2.1' LT '5.2.1'-> 0
IDL> print, '5.3' LT '5.2.1' -> 0

if lversion.release LT '5.2.1' then $
message, 'ERROR: sorry, no histograms for you!'

This approach will have a problem when IDL version 10 comes around
though. :-)

The overengineering part was my gentle chide for using features and
complexity that are more likely to get one into trouble that they are
to solve the problem at hand.

Craig

Craig B. Markwardt, Ph.D. EMAIL: craigmnet@cow.physics.wisc.edu
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