
Subject: Re: Astronomys` Sixth Neighbour Needs Help
Posted by pford on Mon, 28 Jul 2003 18:30:03 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

To go a bit off-topic (because I really don't know the answer):

To get the distances on a spherical surface (RA, Dec), shouldn't you
use great circle navigation equations instead of Pythagoras' theorem? 
I would guess for what you are doing, the density of stars is so great
that a linear aproximation would work, but for much larger distances
the error may too large to ignore.

Regards

Patrick Ford, MD
pford@*nospam*bcm.tmc.edu

Page 1 of 1 ---- Generated from comp.lang.idl-pvwave archive

http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=1665
http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php?t=rview&th=17723&goto=35944#msg_35944
http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php?t=post&reply_to=35944
http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php

