Subject: Using _extra for all routines?
Posted by knight on Fri, 13 Oct 1995 07:00:00 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Does anybody see any drawback to including _extra as a keyword in ALL
procedures and functions? My motivation is to allow keywords passed through to
multiple routines inside others. Here's an example:

PRO upper,_extra=extra ; accept all keywords

lower0, extra=extra ; pass all keywords but some may be for lowerl
lowerl, extra=extra ; likewise for lowerQ

return

end

PRO lower0,keyO=key0, extra=extra ; accept all keywords
print,keyO

return

end

PRO lowerl,keyl=keyl, extra=extra ; accept all keywords
print,keyl

return

end

Then an allowable usage for upper would be:
upper,key0O="'pass to lower0',keyl="pass to lowerl’

In other words, I've passed keywords to two routines by allowing each to accept
ANY keyword.

Is this ok? One drawback might be ambiguity, two keywords whose names
conflict. Does anybody see any other drawbacks?

Thanks,
Fred

=Fred Knight (knight@Il.mit.edu) (617) 981-2027
C-483\\MIT Lincoln Laboratory\\244 Wood Street\\Lexington, MA 02173
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