Subject: Re: more - disk space allocation problem
Posted by robert on Fri, 16 Feb 1996 08:00:00 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Jean C. Newman (jnewman@pmel.noaa.gov) wrote:

: Thanks for the help so far. I've done some tests and have a "more specific
: question”. The problem is still that when | remove or compress a file from

> inside an idl routine the disk space doesn't get released. | wrote a little

: test routine and if all | do is uncompress the file and then remove it

: everything works fine but if | uncompress, then open the file, and then

: remove it, the disk space is not released. I've included the routines and

. output, any solutions? I'm working with IDL v4.0.1 on a Sun Solaris v2.4

: system.

The problem lies in your opening the file, which you then either remove or
compress _without_ closing it and freeing the lun. This means that the disk
space remains allocated until you quit idl (or maybe the program, | don't
know where the tidying up is done.

ie.

Here you open the file..
. ; openr,unit,infil,/get_lun
: ;*********
. if(cmprss or dorm) then begin
And here you either create a compressed version, or delete the file,
if(dorm) then filz = 'rm "+infil else filz = '‘compress "+infil
print,filz
spawn,filz,/sh
spawn,'df -k /scratch’
. endif
: return
- end
But the lun is not freed until here, when the disk space is finally released.

So what you need | think is to use free_lun,unit before deleteing. It's
not IDL which caught you, but the operating system. Although the file
has been rm'd from your directory tree, it still exists on the filesystem
while it is held open by a program.

Rob.
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