
Subject: Re: CDAT
Posted by Maarten[1] on Wed, 14 Oct 2009 14:22:24 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

On Oct 13, 10:18 pm, Paolo <pgri...@gmail.com> wrote:

>  Is the climate community running away from IDL/ENVI?
>  Or did they never cared much for it anyway? (I am not that
>  familiar with the field myself).
>  A sign of things to come? Will other disciplines follow?

I think that the commercial science packages (IDL, Matlab,
Mathematica, LabVIEW and others) will be facing a lot of competition
in the near future from free packages, especially those based on
Python. Installation is still a mess for some packages, but usability
is improving at an impressive rate.

As always: there may be several tools for a particular job, but try to
use an appropriate one (i.e. avoid Excel in most cases).

Personally I think the plotting in Python (matplotlib) is already more
usable than IDL's, the ability to plot georeferenced data on the
background of NASA's blue marble is rather nice in some cases. Note
that this is a standard feature of the Basemap addition to matplotlib,
not a dirty hack, or requiring a lot of code: map.bluemarble
(scale=0.5) is enough to add bluemarble to the map.

The ability to use simple plotting tools (like the IDL direct
graphics), and then alter at will and save to a variety of formats
(including vector formats) is something IDL should have had from the
start, rather than introducing the fancy object graphics. Note that
headless operation is entirely possible as well.

Then there is the HDF5 format. The python interface for these files
(pytables.org) is teh best on any language I've used, mainly because
they moved away from the C-interface.

And yes: the ability to run on my laptop or machine at home, away from
any floating licenses is a bonus.

Maarten

Page 1 of 1 ---- Generated from comp.lang.idl-pvwave archive

http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=5593
http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php?t=rview&th=29626&goto=68293#msg_68293
http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php?t=post&reply_to=68293
http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php

