
Subject: Re: PS file is huge!
Posted by Karl[1] on Thu, 27 May 2010 22:33:17 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

On May 27, 10:24 am, Ed Hyer <ejh...@gmail.com> wrote:
>  On May 25, 2:25 pm, Justin Cantrell <justinrcantr...@gmail.com> wrote:
> 
>>  Why are my PS files getting so large?  I'm doing a simple plot of ~25
>>  points and the file size is 7.5MB!
> 
>  Something is not as it seems.
>  IDL> HELP,dist,fe,x,two,three,half
> 
>  Also, your code snippet doesn't include SET_PLOT,'PS'.

Yes, it would be useful to post a standalone piece of code that people
could actually run.

Other thoughts:

If you know PostScript language and/or have some patience, you can
inspect the contents of the PS file and see if there are any obvious
clues.  And those clues would be:

Text is stroked out instead of drawn with fonts - search for a text
string like "Distance".  If you do not find it, the chars might be
stroked out. I doubt that this is the case, since there are only about
20 total chars and I don't think that the PS driver can do that
anyway.

Also possibility is your use of linestyle.  The PS driver *should*
generate PS commands to tell the PS renderer to use a programmable
linestyle.  But if it instead chose to issue commands to draw the line
style pattern, one segment at a time, you'll get a ton of move/draw
commands.  Try drawing solid lines to see if that helps.

Or just look over the file and try to determine what sort of thing is
taking up all the space.

Finally, try to isolate it by removing some of the properties/
attributes you are setting and skipping over some of your commands
until the file size drops sharply.  Tedious, but not so bad in the IDL
environment.
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