Subject: Re: extra margin on ps plots
Posted by Russell Ryan on Wed, 20 Mar 2013 16:47:41 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

On Wednesday, March 20, 2013 11:43:22 AM UTC-5, rr...@stsci.edu wrote:

> Well, as with many things, there are many ways to skin this cat --- and they largely depend on
how you're currently doing things.

>

>

>

> |f you are using multiplot, then | recommend throwing that code out the window. Multiplot is
awful and should be removed entirely from the IDL distro. It was a good idea, but horrible
implementation. If you want a self-contained version of multiplot, and frankly what multiplot should
have been, look at Fanning's Coyote Graphics library (I think he has something for this, and |
figure it's a matter of time before he chimes in). Personally, | don't use Fanning's implementation
(not a commentary on him, but | wrote my own library of graphics things before the cg* utilities,
and though my stuff is inferior, I'm used to it). Truth be told, much of his stuff is now incorporated
to the Astronomy Libraries, so i suppose | use them in some ways.

>

>
>

> All that said, to zeroth level what you want to do, is use the position keyword to plot. This
means you'll need to calculate the "NORMAL" coordinates of each plot window and set them "by
hand" and use the /noerase feature to plot. This isn't as bad as it sounds, but if it's your first foray,
it might be tedious. To the best of my knowledge, this is what Fanning's libraries will do for you ---
certainly it is what my stuff does. Now, you have complete control of the left/right, top/bottom
margins (both internal to the plot and the external ones). Heck, you can even embed one figure
inside the other!

>

>

>

> [f this isn't clear let me know, I'll give you a real-world example.
>

>

>

> Good Luck,

>

> Russell

>

>

>

>

>

> On Wednesday, March 20, 2013 8:58:42 AM UTC-5, Zhang Bo wrote:
>

>> Hi all,

>

>>

Page 1 of 2 ---- Generated from conp. | ang.idl - pvwave archive


http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php?t=usrinfo&id=7546
http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php?t=rview&th=35224&goto=83572#msg_83572
http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php?t=post&reply_to=83572
http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php

>

>>

>

>>

>

>> | am aware of that the xmargin/ymargin or position parameters can set margins for individual
plots. but if I have multiple plots/panels on a single ps file, how can | get extra margin area for the
entire plot region and still make the plots/panels align well. (more space at the four edges of the
ps file/entire figure) | have a lot information on both the lower and higher x axis for each individual
plots, so if | make the plots in the first row fit, the information on the lower x axis for the plot in the
last row would go out the ps file. and | don't want to change the plots size in the last row.

>

>>

>

>>

>

>>

>

>> Thanks.

>

>>

>

>> Bo

Oh, one more thing. You can access/alter some of this stuff in the !p system variable. So, once
you have your normal coordinates, you can set them to !p.position --- and not need to pass them
to plot. This might seem like a trivial distinction, but has big importance if you want to overplot.
Suppose you create 5 plot windows, but want to overplot data onto the first. Then you need a way
of restoring that position for the first plot. In principle, you can use the same code you used the
first time, but in practice you can't set a position keyword to oplot. Therefore to do this, you
*MUST* set the Ip.position variable... Again, it's a trivial distinction, but worth mentioning...

Russell
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