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hi,

I have a question about how to query the status of an IDL bridge, in order to know when to destroy
the bridge process.

My IDL application is written as an object, and it is started by creating an "application" object. 
After creation, it might carry out CPU-intensive tasks like processing a stack of 10^6 images, for
example.

I want to be able to run multiple instances of my application which can operate in parallel, and the
only way to do this is to create each instance on a separate IDL process, i.e. a separate IDL
Bridge object.

I want to automatically clean up these bridge objects when the application closes.  When the user
closes one instance of the application, they are essentially just destroying the application object.  

One way to test when I should destroy the bridge object is to periodically query the bridge to see if
the object reference to the application is still valid.  However, if the application is busy (i.e.
processing data) my query of the bridge (by executing 'test=obj_valid(application_object)') will
hang.

The "status" property of the bridge doesn't seem to help here.  Even if the application object is
busy and the bridge won't respond to a GetVar command, the "status" property of the bridge still
reports 0 (IDLE).

How can I test when to destroy the bridge?  What I want is a main-level process that is
periodically checking the state of the application objects on the various bridges that have been
created.  If the application object has been closed, then destroy the bridge.  Right now I can find
no way of querying the bridges without getting into a situation where my main-level process will
get stuck if the application is busy.

any ideas?
thanks
Mark
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