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I am trying to use the FDB Python library through IDL in order to access data from some Firebird
databases. Everything works very well and transparently as long as data are simple scalar fields
in the database.

When the data field to be read is a so called BLOB field (in my case, a binary block of 10240
bytes), the FDB library exposes it as a Python "file-like object", which can be accessed through
seek,tell or read functions. Unfortunately, the use of those functions from the imported IDL object
looks like to always return empty strings. 

More explicitely, after connecting and executing my SQL statement:

IDL> fdb = Python.Import('fdb')
IDL> con = fdb.connect(dsn=...)
IDL> cur = con.cursor()
IDL> cur.execute('SELECT EVT_ID,EVT_TIME,VOLTS FROM SELECT_EVENT(707208)')

I can fetch the data, while specifying that the third field is a blob:
IDL> print, cur.set_stream_blob('VOLTS')
IDL> r = cur.fetchone()

The retrieving in IDL is successfull and, as expected, I get 3 field values:
IDL> help,r
R               LIST  <ID=117  NELEMENTS=3>
IDL> r
[
    43630,
    datetime.datetime(2015, 4, 26, 18, 9, 2, 963700),
    <fdb.fbcore.BlobReader object at 0x000000002CCD0FD0>
]

The third element r[2] is indeed retrieved as a Python callable object, but in trying to read it, I get:

IDL> print, r[2].tell()
     0
IDL> q = r[2].read()
IDL> print, r[2].tell()
     10240
IDL> help,q
Q               STRING    = ''

The blob was actually entirely read out, but the data did not come through the bridge. Note that
the returned 'q' variable should not be a string, since the output of the read() method can be (and
in this case is) an array of binary bytes including null byte.
Since I am very far from being a Python expert, I might have done a big mistake.
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Does someone have the correct way or any solution ?
alx.
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