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On Mon, 30 Jun 1997, Richard G. French wrote:

>  I am having a problem with clipping. As I understand it, XYOUTS has
>  clipping turned off by default, but setting NOCLIP=0 should turn clipping
>  back on and prevent text from being written outside the plot axes. I've
>  discovered that this works fine as long as you use Hershey fonts, but it
>  does not work when you use hardware fonts.
<...>
>  I have not seen this documented as a 'feature' and it is causing lots of
>  problems with my plots. I suspect that there is a workaround using the
>  !p.clip array, but I have not tried to figure it out yet. Am I alone in
>  having had this problem?

I haven't tried clipping with hardware fonts before, but I have had other
problems (XOR graphics function) with them in IDL 4 and 5.   I get the
impression that people generally tend to use the Hershey fonts, and so IDL's
implementation of hardware fonts (on its various supported platforms) has, er,
never really had the benefit of our full attention.

I suspect that clipping in XYOUTS with hardware fonts just hasn't been
implemented in IDL (4 or 5).

I have had problems in plots where NOCLIP=0 sometimes didn't work as expected
(in IDL 4), and sorted them out by specifying a clip region explicitly, by
means of the CLIP= keyword  - equivalent to using !P.CLIP.   (i.e., The default
clip region didn't work, sometimes.)   However, this doesn't help with XYOUTS
in the hardware font.

Peter Mason
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 OyBzYW1wbGUgY29kZSB0byBkZW1vbnN0cmF0ZSBwZWN1bGlhciBjbGlwcGlu ZyBiZWhhdmlv
 dXIuIA0KOyBXaGVuIGhhcmR3YXJlIGZvbnRzIGFyZSB0dXJuZWQgb24sIGNs aXBwaW5nIGlz
 IG5vdCBoYW5kbGVkIHByb3Blcmx5Lg0KDQohcC5tdWx0aT1bMCwxLDJdDQoN
CiFwLmZvbnQ9
 LTENCnBsb3QsWzAsMSwyXQ0KeHlvdXRzLC41LDIuMDUsJ3RoaXMgc2hvd3Mg
dXAnCQkJCTsg
 bGFiZWwgb2ZmIHRoZSB0b3ANCnh5b3V0cywxLjUsMi4wNSwndGhpcyBpcyBj bGlwcGVkIHBy
 b3Blcmx5JyxOT0NMSVA9MAk7IHR1cm4gb24gY2xpcHBpbmcNCg0KIXAuZm9u
dD0wCQkJCTsg
 dHVybiBvbiBoYXJkd2FyZSBmb250DQpwbG90LFswLDEsMl0NCnh5b3V0cywu NSwyLjA1LCd0
 aGlzIHNob3dzIHVwJwkJCQk7IGxhYmVsIG9mZiB0aGUgdG9wDQp4eW91dHMs
MS41LDIuMDUs
 J3RoaXMgc2hvdWxkIG5vdCBzaG93IHVwJyxOT0NMSVA9MAk7IHR1cm4gb24g
Y2xpcHBpbmcN
Cg0KZW5kDQo=
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