Subject: VARAL, VARB2, VARCS,...
Posted by Mark Chan on Fri, 16 Mar 2001 04:02:00 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Example:
If ('x' eq 'al’) then varal=..... etc

If (X' eq 'b2') then varb2=.... etc

| will like to create variable names which is a combination of two separate
segments of strings. Is there an easy way to do so?

Thanks,
Mark Chan

Subject: Re: VARAL, VARB2, VARCS,...
Posted by Pavel A. Romashkin on Mon, 19 Mar 2001 22:02:39 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

| have had this same question when | went to IDL from Igor Pro, where
descriptive variable names are imperative not only for the readability
of the code, but even more so for its functionality :-(

| was told by one of the RSI folks that this approach is flawed, if you

think about it. Instead, you want to use a structure that is stored in a
generic variable, and place a descriptive name in one of the structure's fields:

temp = {name: ", data: ptr_new(/allocate)}
all_variables = replicate(temp, num_variables)
all_variables[0].name = 'var'+x
*(all_variables[0O].data) = ....

instead of

If (X' eq 'al’) then varal=..... etc

If ('x' eq 'b2") then varb2=.... etc

which, BTW, will never work, because the string 'x' will never be equal
to the string 'al’ anyway.

This way, you don't have to *find* how to access variables you
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dynamically name, when you need to work with them later. All you do then
is search the structure.

Cheers,

Pavel

Disclaimer : The above advice may have nothing to do with what the
guestion was about :-)

Page 2 of 2 ---- Generated from conp. |l ang. i dl - pvwave archive


http://idlcoyote.com/comp.lang.idl-pvwave/index.php

