
Subject: how to interrupt in IDL for windows ?
Posted by Kristian Kjaer on Wed, 23 Apr 2003 15:34:21 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

(I've been using IDL a lot recently, and now I am stopping to ask for
help with various problems I encountered.)

In IDL for windows you can't always get control back if you let IDL
loose on something that takes forever. 

I am using Craig Markwardt's nice MPFITFUN. Usually it converges fast
but sometimes by mistake I let it loose with the wrong start parameters,
too many free parameters, and a large number of allowed iterations. Then
I can only sit and wait for my IDL prompt to come back, or kill the
whole process and loose some of my work.

On linux I think it always works to type ctrl(c) into the xterm window
where you run idl (not idlde). Then you get an IDL prompt, and RETALL
brings you back to MAIN level.
But on windows you can type ctrl(c) or ctrl(break) to your heart's
desire, and IDL will keep droning on. The problem may be that you can't
get focus on the command line so ctrl(break) ends up in the wrong place.
I used to think that it helped to include
WAIT,0.05
inside loops, but now I still don't get control back with ctrl(c) or
ctrl(break) (IDL 5.2 and 5.6).

Does anyone know how to interrupt simply?

Failing that, does anyone have a widget stop button that could be
queried inside loops and appropriately reacted on?

Thanks for any advice, 
- Kristian

Subject: Re: how to interrupt in IDL for windows ?
Posted by Mark Hadfield on Sun, 27 Apr 2003 23:58:10 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

"Kristian Kjaer" <Kristian.Kjaer@Risoe.DK> wrote in message
news:3EA6B27D.BB6457C2@Risoe.DK...
>  (I've been using IDL a lot recently, and now I am stopping to ask for
>  help with various problems I encountered.)
> 
>  In IDL for windows you can't always get control back if you let IDL
>  loose on something that takes forever.
> 
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>  ...
> 
>  Does anyone know how to interrupt simply?

There was a thread on this subject in February 2003 entitled "Endless loops
suck".

We have Altyntsev Dmitriy <alt@iszf.irk.ru> to thank for pointing out that
you can make IDL code interruptible on Windows by including the following
statement:

  tmp = widget_event(/NOWAIT)

--
Mark Hadfield            "Ka puwaha te tai nei, Hoea tatou"
m.hadfield@niwa.co.nz
National Institute for Water and Atmospheric Research (NIWA)
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