Subject: Is there a better way???
Posted by Matt Francis on Tue, 11 Oct 2011 21:30:51 GMT

View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Hi All,

| have some data files with an unknown number of columns with unknown
labels (as in | don't know in advance of readinf each file what they

will contain). | find working with IDL structures much clearer than
anonymous multiple dimensional arrays, so this is my a fragment from
my solution to constructing an array of a structure to hold the data:

tags = <strarr of the column labels>
nrows = <int derived after reading in data to temporary strarr line by
line>

command = 'data_struct= {'

for i=0,n_elements(keys)-1 do command +="','+tags[i]+"0.’
command +="}'

execute(command)

data = replicate(data_struct,nrows)

Then | fill data using by looping over rows and columns using the data.
(j) structure interface.

This feels like an awful hack, and has the limitiation that it can

only be run once a session as | can't work out how to specify the name
of the structure (since replicate can't be convinced to interpret a

string as the name of a structure).

| wrote a Hash implementation that | use for this kind of thing myself
(we use IDL 7.1 around these here parts) but for code that my
colleagues will use I'm trying to make the outputs as simple as
possible as custom objects are not used much and in any case the
syntax is clumsy.

Any ideas?
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